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Abstract

Analysis of Maritime Accidents of Leisure Fishing Vessels
and Its Institutional Implication

Park, Sung-Young* - Bang, Ho-Sam** - Ju, Jong-Kwang*** - Kim, Joo-Hwan****

In accordance with Article 2 of Leisure Fishing Management and Promotion Act,
Leisure Fishing Vessel Business refers to the business of taking fishermen on board a
leisure fishing vessel and guiding them to a fishing place or allowing them to fish. Leisure
fishing vessels are considered as a main means of marine leisure activities for anglers and
around seven million people are enjoying leisure fishing annually. However, various types
of leisure fishing vessel accidents have increasingly occurred due to an increase in the
number of leisure fishing vessels operating at sea. This paper explores ways to promote
the safety environment of the operation of leisure fishing vessels in order to prevent such
marine accidents. To this end, this study looks at the actual operating conditions of
leisure fishing vessels mainly in the port of Yeosu where there is heavy traffic of leisure
fishing vessels. Moreover, major fishing vessel accidents have been analyzed so that
alternative measures can be identified with respect to aspects of human elements including
the working environment of crew and captains who are mainly safety supervisors on
board leisure fishing vessels.

This study also suggests a shift of paradigm for leisure fishing vessels regime. Firstly,
minimum capacity and sea experience for the captain of a leisure fishing vessel need to be
made in law for the enhancement of safety on board. Also ‘securing of captain break/rest
time' and ‘mandatory boarding of purser’ are suggested to enhance the safe working
environment for both captains and crew of leisure fishing vessels. Secondly, the

* Department of Maritime Police Science. The Graduate school of Korea Maritime University
** Professor, Department of Maritime Police Studies, Chonnam National University
** Ph.D./ Korea Ship Safety Technology Authority

#% Martime Policy Research Office, Senior Researcher
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reformation of the present safety education system needs to be made to change
irrationality involved in the curriculum of a current education system for leisure fishing
vessels. The current safety education of crew of leisure fishing vessels are akin to the one
for general fishing boats although more than 20 passengers go aboard a fishing vessel.
Lastly, this paper offers the introduction of business suspension order as an additional
penal sanction to the shipowner who is liable for infringement of safety regulations.
More importantly, this article argues that leisure fisheries business needs to be
developed to a higher value-added business through the advancement and enlargement of
leisure fishing boats in order to overcome the limit of safety policies managing within the

framework of an increase of the income of fisheries off-season.

Key words : Leisure Fishing Management and Promotion Act, Leisure Fishing
Vessel Business, Leisure Fishing Vessel, Safe Operation
Environment, Marine Accident, Reformation of Fishing Vessel

Business, Marine Police.
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